had left Delhi and told their Hindu friends from Pakis-
tan to occupy their house at Delhi. Now the Govern-
ment had asked them to vacate it. The Government
had the right to requisition any house. But they must
see that the lawful occupants got some housing acco-
mmodation in its place. Thpy could not ask them to
go and sit on the road-side. The Government had to
turn out those who had forcibly occupied Muslim
houses. But the case he had mentioned was different
and required different treatment.
A MISUNDERSTANDING
Gandhiji then referred to a letter in which the
writer said that Gandhiji had remarked about a week
ago. that in Bombay people were getting one seer of
rice per day in rationing. The friend said that the
quantity was not one seer but one quarter per day,
Gandhiji feared that the writer had made a mistake*
If memory did not betray him, he had mentioned one
seer per week. This was less than a quarter seer per
day. How could any one get one seer of rice a day
in these days of rationing?
WHY AT BIRLA HOUSE ?
Another friend had written to him that many poor
people could not come to attend his prayers on the
Birla House grounds. He asked why Gandhiji was not
staying at the Bhangi Colony as before. Gandhiji had
explained the reason on his arrival at Delhi. But he
would repeat it. When he arrived in Delhi3 Delhi was
like a dead city. The riot had just broken out and the
Bhangi Colony was full of refugees. The Sardar, there-
fore, decided to put him up at the Birla House instead,
Gandhiji did not know if the Bhangi Colony was vacanl
now. Even if it was, he did not think it would IK
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